Historical Kavya : Harshacharita.
adorned* The Harsha charita gives us first an auto* biography of the poet and his ancestors in the first two and a half Ucchvasas. Then follows an account of a remote ancestor of Harsha named Pushpabhuti in the latter half of the third book. Then we have an account of some more of the ancestors of Harsha and of Prabhakaravardhana, the father of Harsha. Two sons, Rajyavardhana and Harshavardhana and a daughter Rajyasri are born to Prabhakaravardhana. Rajyasri is wedded to Grahavarma of the Maukhari dynasty. Rajyavardhana is sent to attack the Hunas and is followed by Harsha who is somehow separated from his brother while he is out hunting. In the meanwhile Harsha is called back by the news of his father's sickness. His father soon dies. Rajyavardhana returns and throwing the burden of sovereignty on Harsha, resigns himself to grief. In the meanwhile news arrives that the king of Malava has slain Grahavarma and taken captive Rajyasri. Rajyavardhana proceeds with an army and puts down the Malava king, but is himself murdered by a Gauda Prince after the victory. Thereupon Harsha prepares for a war on the Gaudas and also arranges to search out Rajyasri who, having escaped from prison, is wandering in the Vindhya mountain. With the help of a Buddhistic ascetic he is able to recover Rajyasri who is about to burn herself in despair. The ascetic helps Harsha who promises to turn a Buddhist and to take to the ascetic's robes after the vow of vengeance against the Gaudas has been fulfilled. The story ends with thethe Girnar and the Nasik Inscriptionshe 12th century A. D.
